THE WHITE BOUSE

WASHINOFON

October 1, 1993

Over fifty years ago, the United statcs
Government unjustly interned, evacuated, or
relocated you and many othar Japanase. Americanc.
Today, on behalf of your fellow Americans, I
offer a sincere apology to you for the actiona
that unfairly denied Japanoso Amoricans and
their families fundamental libertios dur ing
World War IT, : '

In passing the Civil Liberties Act of
i9gs8, wé acknowledged the wrongs of the pact
and offercd redress to thoca who' endurced cuch
grave injustice: - In retrospect, ‘we understand

that the nation's actions were rooted deeply in
racial prejudice, wartime hysteria; and a laek
of political leadership. We must loarn. from ;
the past and dedicate ourselves 23 a nation to
rencwing the opirit of equality and our love of .
frecdom. Togother, wb;cah?guarahteg,a;futute
with liberty and justice for all. You “and’ your
fanily have ny best Wishesc for the future.

Study Questions

Compare and contrast the Letters of Apology sent to Japanese Americans who had been
interred during World War II. One is from President George Bush Sr. and one is from
President Bill Clinton.

Point out uses of active and passive voice.
How do the letters each use pronouns?
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